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First-Year Experience Resource Center

Armstrong Atlantic’s new First-Year Experience (FYE) Resource Center will soon invite all ! rst-year students 
to its October Grand Opening Celebration. Located in Room 227 of Victor Hall, the FYE Resource Center 
aims to be the go-to place for ! rst-year students who have questions about negotiating the new world of the 
university. Furnished with four computer stations and a laser printer, ample table space for spreading out, and a 
small lounging area where students can relax, read, or meet with study buddies, the FYE Resource Center will 
be staffed by three English faculty and one student intern who can inform students about interesting ! rst-year-
related events, important academic deadlines, and vital procedures, such as Academic Advisement and Early 
Registration.

The FYE Resource Center’s ! rst initiative—a fall semester Common Read Program using Julie Otsuka’s novel 
When the Emperor Was Divine—is well underway and will continue through the author’s visit to campus in 
November. The novel, which was distributed to all traditional-aged ! rst-year students at Navigate orientation 
sessions last spring and summer, is required reading in many core courses, and the campus is buzzing with 
conversation about it. More than 400 students and faculty attended the program’s ! lm festival in August, and 
upcoming events are designed to help ! rst-year students join the exciting campus-wide, out-of-classroom,        
interdisciplinary conversation about this text.

Parents may want to remind their students to check their AASU e-mail accounts regularly for important 
announcements—both about Common Read Program and other events. Students are also welcome to send         
questions and concerns to First.Year@armstrong.edu.

Important Dates
September 30th—Common Read Student Essay Contest Deadline. 
Winners in each class category will be invited to have lunch with au-
thor Julie Otsuka when she visits campus in November. One overall 
winner will receive a cash award. Students may request the Of! cial 
Entry Form and Contest Rules from First.Year@armstrong.edu.  

October 8th—Midterm for semester-long classes. Any student 
who drops a class after this date will automatically receive a 
grade of “WF,” which counts in the Grade Point Average (GPA) 
as an “F.” Students who are struggling in a course should talk 
to the professor, an academic advisor, or someone on the FYE 
Team. Students should never simply stop attending class with-
out ! ling appropriate paperwork: the result could be a surprise 
“WF” grade.

November 2nd—Common Read Student Panel Presentation, 
given by winners of the Common Read Essay Contest.
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The H1N1 Virus
WHAT  IS THE H1N1 VIRUS?

H1N1 is a new strain of the in" uenza virus that was 
! rst detected in the United States in April of 2009. It 
is sometimes referred to as the swine " u because the 
virus is similar to in" uenza viruses that normally affect 
pigs. The virus is typically spread from person to person 
when an infected person coughs or sneezes. Seasonal 
in" uenza and the H1N1 in" uenza have similar symp-
toms, including fever, sore throat, muscle aches, cough 
runny nose and fatigue. Persons who contract H1N1 
" u may only experience a fever of 100 degrees instead 
of the typically high fever associated with seasonal " u. 
Other symptoms that may be present with the H1N1 " u 
include nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. 

WHAT  CAN MY  STUDENT DO IF 
THEY  HAVE  FLU-LIKE  SYMPTOMS?

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT AASU?
AASU is following the latest recommendations from 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) for Institutions 
of Higher Education and the guidance of the Coastal 
Health District. These guidelines note that institutions 
of higher education may act as a “point of spread,” yet 
they also “recognize the need to balance risks of illness 
among faculty, students, and staff with the bene! ts of 
keeping students in classes.” Of! cials are not currently 
recommending that institutions close or cancel classes 
or other large gatherings. We will update the university 
community should the public health recommendations 
and guidance change.

Any student who develops " u symptoms should im-
mediately contact a health care provider. If you have 
" u-like illness, remain at home and away from other 
people unless advised to go to the doctor’s of! ce or Stu-
dent Health Center. Guidelines from the CDC state that 
individuals who present these symptoms should remain 
isolated until at least 24 hours after the fever has passed 
without the use of fever reducers.

WHAT  PRECAUTIONS CAN MY  
STUDENT TAKE ?

*Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze and throw the used tissue in 
the trash.
*Wash your hands often with soap and water or 
use alcohol-based cleaners, especially after you 
cough or sneeze. Use your paper towel to turn 
off the water, and again when touching the door 
handle to exit a restroom.
*Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.
*Avoid close contact (within 6 feet) with others 
who are sick.
*Get the seasonal " u vaccine and H1N1 vaccine 
when available.
*The best preventative measure to take is to get 
a " u shot each fall, before " u season. The H1N1 
vaccination is a separate vaccination that is ex-
pected to be available this fall. It is recommended 
that students get both vaccinations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit the Student Health Center at the Student 
Affairs Annex in the 7000 building of Compass 
Point or call (912) 961-5726.
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A Guide to the Regents’ Test

OVERVIEW
The Regents’ Test measures college-level writing and 
reading skills. The test is one method of satisfying the 
Regents’ Writing and Reading Skills requirement. The 
essay test presents four topics and allows a choice of 
one on which to write an essay. The reading test 
contains ten reading passages,each followed by six 
multiple-choice items. One hour is allowed for each of
the essay and reading tests. Time designated for the test 
session includes check-in and seating, oral and printed 
directions, and distribution and collection of test 
materials, as well as testing time. There is no charge for 
the Regents’ Test. View Regents’ Writing & Reading 
Skills Requirement Policy and Administrative 
Procedures in the AASU catalog or at                        
www.admissions.armstrong.edu/regents.

CONSEQUENCES
Students who do not satisfy their Regents’ Test
 requirements by established deadlines will be required 
to enroll in, pay for, and pass Regents’ Reading and/or 
Regents’ Essay preparation courses 
(3 credit hours each) and retake the tests each and 
every semester until they pass.

DEADLINES  FOR PASSING
New students/Students from the University System of 
Georgia:
• Before you earn 45 semester hours of credit
Transfers from outside the University System of 
Georgia:
• Before the end of your second semester
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QUESTIONS ABOUT TEST
If you have a question regarding your Regents’ Test, 
please call the Of! ce of Student Affairs at 344.2582 or 
visit MCC 211. Be aware that you may not change or 
reschedule your Regents’ Test date or time.

ASSISTANCE
• Visit the Regents’ Testing Program online at www.
gsu.edu/rtp.
• Practice essay writing skills at the Writing Center, 
Gamble Hall 109, or in a Regents’ Testing Essay Prep 
Session.
• Pick up a Reading Skills Packet at the Of! ce of 
Academic Orientation & Advisement, Solms Hall 212.

TEST DATES
FALL  2009

FRIDAY

OCT. 23
SATURDAY

OCT. 24
MONDAY

OCT. 26
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Academic Affairs…………………………………………………………................344.2589
Academic Assistance……………………………………………………..................344.2935
Academic Orientation & Advisement……………………………….......................344.2570
Bookstore…………………………………………………………………….............344.2603
Campus Union Board……………………………………………………................344.2524
Career Services……………………………………………………………...............344.2563
Housing……………………………………………….............................................. 344-2940
Computer Help Desk……………………………………………………..................344.2518
University Counseling…………………………………………………....................344.2529
Disability Services…………………………………………………………..............344.2744
Financial Aid……………………………………………………………….............. 344.3266
HOLA Program( Hispanic Outreach)………………………………......................344.3076
Student Health Center………………………………………………….................. 961.5726
Registrar……………………………………………………………………............ 344.2576
Student Accounts…………………………………………………………............... 344.3243
Student Affairs……………………………………………………………............... 344.2582
University Police…………………………………………………………................ 344.3113
Campus Emergency...................................................................................................344.3333

Important Contact Numbers-AASU (912)
Off Campus Telephone Numbers

Brunswick Center………………………………………………………………912.264.7227
Coastal Georgia Community College…………………………………........…912.264.7235
Liberty Center……………………………………………………….................912.877.1906

Important Campus Numbers (912)

We Want to Hear From You!

Contact us at : 
parents@armstrong.edu
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